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The current distribution and status of the Red-eared Turtle,
Trachemys scripta elegans (Testudines, Emydidae) as invasive species
in the Asabata area, Shizuoka, Japan

Hideaki Kato", Yuki OpaciRi”?, Tomomi HatTorr” and Akio Honpa?

Abstract

The distribution and status of the invasive species Red-eared Turtle, Trachemys scripta elegans were

studied in the Asabata Retarding Basin and the rivers around it, Shizuoka city, Shizuoka prefecture, Japan.

We captured 380 individuals of turtles, involving Trachemys scripta elegans, Chinemys reevesii, Mauremys

Jjaponica, Pelodiscus sinensis, and the hybrid between C. reevesii and M. japonica. Out of these, T. scripta

elegans occupied 55.8% and this species became most dominant. We are concerned about influence on native

turtles and ecosystem.
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Fig. 1 Species composition of turtles collected in each
research area, rivers and the Asabata Retarding
Basin (1, the first section; 3, the third section; 4,
the forth section; 5, the fifth section). The black
dots indicate trap sites.
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Fig. 2 Frequency distributions of carapace length of the
Red-eared Turtle Trachemys scripta elegans.
The closed bars, male; the open bars, female; the
slash bar, unknown.
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