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The Reproduction and Feeding Habitats of the Swinhoe’s Tree Lizard,
Japalura swinhonis Gunther] Squamata, AgamidaeJfrom Iwata City,

Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan

Hideaki KaTo'", Takaho Oea’” Shunnji Osa®™ Hideo EToH'” and Yoshiaki TAHIRA™”

Abstract

Twelve individuals of Japalura swinhonis Gunther, 1864, endemic in Taiwan, were collected in Shizuoka

prefecture, Japan. These included male and female adults and juveniles, and eggs were observed in the
body of females. In addition, from 5 of these specimens, 156 individuals of prey animals such as ants and
mantis were confirmed by the investigation of the contents of stomach and intestines. These results indicate
that the Swinhoe’s tree lizards breeding population in the field, and the expansion of this population has a

negative effect on the ecosystem.
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Fig. 1 The female No.3Oof Japalura swinhonis. Scale, 50 mm.
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Table1 Measurementsd mmUO of Japalura swinhonis.
Abbreviations: SVL, snout to vent length; TL, tail length.

Individua Collection SVL TL Sex

1 number date

1 2011.10.14 88.2 208.4 Male

2011.10.14 61.6 134.6 Male
2012.5.21 73.6 184.2 Female
2012.6.18 40.9 89.6  Unknown
2012.7.17 64.2 70.8 Male
2012.7.17 42.0 91.8  Unknown
2012.7.31 62.1 144.5 Male
2012.8.31 65.1 152.1 Female
2012.8.1 60.2 153.4 Male
10 2012.9.16 64.5 133.6 Female
11 2012.10.13 68.0 144.9 Female
12 2012.10.18 64.9 147.1 Female
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Table 2 The species and the number of prey animals that were identified from the contents of stomach and intestines of
Japalura swinhonis. The asterisk indicates larva or nymph.

Number of prey animals obtained

Class Order Family Species Male (No.1)  Female (No.3) Juvenile (No.4) Male (No.5) Female (No.8)
Arachnida Araneae Agelenidae Coelotes insidiosus L. Koch 1878 1
Philodromidae  Philodromus subaureolus Bosenberg et Strand, 1906 1
Thomisidae Bassaniana decorata (Karsch, 1879) 1
Unknown 1 1* 2
Insecta Coleoptera Carabidae Amara chalcites Dejean, 1828 1
Amara congrua Morawitz, 1862 1
Asaphidion semilucidum (Motschulsky, 1861) 1
Harpalini, sp. 1
Coccinellidae  Harmonia axyridis (Pallas, 1773) 1* 1
Propylea japonica (Thunberg, 1781) 1*
Curculionidae  Entiminae, sp. 1 1
Hypera postica (Gyllenhal, 1813) 1 1 3
Pseudocneorhinus bifasciatus Roelofs, 1880 1 4
Erirhinidae Lissorhoptrus oryzophilus Kuschel, 1952 1
Tenebrionidae  Lagria rufipennis Marseul, 1876 1
Unknown 1*
Hemiptera Coreidae Acanthocoris sordidus (Thunberg, 1783) 2(1%)
Cydnidae Unknown 1
Lygaeidae Nysius sp. 1
Pentatomidae  Eysarcoris sp. 1
Unknown 1 1
Hymenoptera Braconidae Unknown 1
Chalcididae Unknown 2 1
Unknown 1
Formicidae Crematogaster matsumurai Forel, 1901 1 12
Crematogaster vagula Wheeler, 1928 8
Formica sp. 2 1 1 2
Lasius sp. 2 9
Pachycondyla chinensis (Emery, 1895) 6
Paratrechina flavipes (Smith, 1874) 1
Pristomyrmex punctatus Smith, 1860 6 2 18
Tetramorium sp. 1
Unknown 4 14
Unknown 1
Lepidoptera ~ Geometridae ~ Unknown 1*
Tortricidae Unknown 1*
Unknown 2% 3% 8*
Mantodea Mantidae Statilia maculata (Thunberg, 1784) 1
Tonodera sp. 1
Neuroptera Chrysopidae Unknown 2
Hemerobiidae  Unknown 3

Orthoptera Tetrigidae Tetrix sp.
Malacostraca Isopoda Armadillidiidae Unknown
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Fig. 2 Japalura swinhonis, basking on the ground
in the study area.
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